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PREFACH 


Although the Tennessee Historical Records Survey Project has as 
its chief purposes the preparation and publication of guides to and 
inventories of public archives, church records, early American imprints, 
méanuscripts, and manuscripts depositories and collections, it has accu- 
mulated, as by-products, a considerable amount of material and prepared 
numerous memoranda in the course of routine editorial work which, under 
original plans, would not be made available generally. 


Since publication, from time to time, of various portions of this 
miscellaneous material does not interfere unduly with the reguler program 
of publication and since some of it may be of general interest and value, 
the Survey Project decided to institute a series of special publications, 
to make this material available in substantially the same form as it 
Bppears in the files, This bulletin is the sixth of the series, 


This publication, tracing the growth and development of Methodism in 
Tennessee, was originally designed es an editorial memorandum to field 
workers of the Church Survey Units to serve ss a guide for the locating 
and surveying of records of the individual Methodist Churches, and for the 
obtaining of information on their history. The differences from other 
denominations, occasioned by the structure of the Methodist Church, have 
made it necessary that the field workers be instructed on the situaticns 
to be encountered and the information to be obtained. The use of such a 
Buide was further necessitated by the fact that, prior to 1989, the former 
Methodist Episcopal Church and Methodist Episcopal Church, South, both 
maintained conferences and churches in some sections of the State, 


The sources consulted in the preparation of this publication are 
indicated in the footnotes and bibliography accompanying ite While the 
statements in this bulletin are documented, they will, in some cases, be 
amplified in the forthcoming Inventory of the Church Archives cf Tennessee; 
The Methodist Church, Nashville District, to be published soon. These 
sources will, in that inventory, be supplemented by references to manu- 
script records of the churches of the Nashville District. This bulletin 
has been read and approved by Dr. Curtis B. Haley, Editor of the General 
Minutes and Yearbook of the Methodist Church, and Miss Bertha Childs, 
Librarian of The Methodist Publishing House, of Nashville. 


The bulletin on Methodism in Tennessee was prepared under the 
supervision of Robert Cassell, Church Archives Editor of the Tennessee 
Survey Project, assisted by Milford Re Wheeler and Maurine Cantrell, 

This bulletin in manuscript was edited by Donald A. Thompson, Assistant 
Archivist in charge of the Church Archives Inventories of the Washington, 
D, Ce, office, Typing of the final draft and cutting cf stencils were 
done by Helen P. Allen and Dosia L. Pearson, Publication of this bulletin 
was sponsored by the Tennessee State Planning Commission and the cover 
design prepared by Winston Marshall of the Commission staff. 
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A list of publications of the Tennessee Historical Records Survey 
Project may be found in the Directory of Churches, Missions, and Reli- 
gious Institutions of Tennessee; H Hamilton ¢ County, Chattanooga (Nashville, 
1940). ‘the publications of the Historicel Records Survey Projects in «ll 
states are limited in number and in consequence are placed in centrally 
located designated depositories, Inquiries requesting the locations of 
the nearest depositorics should be addressed to the State Supervisors or 
to the Division of Professional and Service Projects, Work Projects Ad- 
ministration, Washington, De C., for the attention of the Director of the 
Historical Records Survey Projects. 


Madison Bratton, State Supervisor 
The Tennessee Historical Records Survey Project 


Nashville 
December 30, 1940 
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OUTLINE OF DEVELOPMENT OF 


METHODISM IN TENNESSEE 


The spread of Methodism in the different sections of Tennessee 
closely followed settlements in those regions; this development is 
attributable in part to the fact that the frontier pioncers brought 
their religion with them, and to the zeal of the early Methodist 
"circuit riders." Among the first Methodist preachers who visited the 
Holston country in East Tennessee were Jeremiah Lambert, Henry Willis, 
Mark Whittaker, Mark Moore, and Reuben Hllis. As early as 1783, these 
men preached on the Salisbury and Yadkin Circuits of North Carolina 
and on the Holston Circuit of Tennessee,! 


The Holston Circuit wes organized about 1783, and from it the 
Nollichucky Circuit was formed about 1786, Jeremish Lambert was the 
first appointee to the Holston Circuit. In 1787, Rev. Benjamin Ogden 
began preaching in the Cumberland Country of Middle Tennessee, In 
1788, two more circuits in East Tennessee were formed, the French Broad 
and the New River, and, after the addition in 1789 of Bottetourt and 
Greenbrier Circuits, the Holston District was created in that same year 
from those Circuits end the Holston and the West New River (New River) 
Circuits. The names of most of these circuits, taken from rivers, 
indicate the thickest settlements on the Tennessee frontier and the 
locations of Methodist societies, The Holston and Nollichucky Circuits 
covered settlements along those streams in upper East Tennessee,. while 
the French Broad and New River spread southward, the former to the bor- 
ders of the Cherokee Nation. Successive new circuits in this region 
were the Clinch, north of the Holston Circuit, and Powell's Valley, west 
to the Cumberland Mountains, In 1804, the Holston District was composed 
of the Holston, Nollichucky, French ee Powell's Valley, Clinch, and 
New River Circuits,° 


Early societies in the Rast Tennessee region were organized at 


Acuff's Chapel, the first Methodist Church in Tennessee, founded in 1786 
in Sullivan County near the present site of Blountville; Pine Chapel in 
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(1937), 10, hereafter cited as Holston Conference, Annual. 
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Jefferson County, OtHaver's Meetinghouse, Old Bethcar, County-line, 
Carter's Station, Ebenezer, Brush Creek, and Salem,® 


Until 1790, most of the Cumberland Valley, as well as most of 
present day Tennessee, was part of the State of North Carolina, The 
pioneers to this region were chiefly of English extraction. The Meth- 
odists came, as did the other trontiersmen, urged by mixed motives of an 
opportunity to gain free lands, discontent with their life and status 
in the settled states, and the call of an adventurous spirit. Prior to 
the coming of the Methodists, there was little religious activity in the 
Cumberland country. A few itinerant preachers of various sects probably 
visited the seattered settlements soon after the close of the American 
Revolution, but few organized churches were to be found before 1790. 


The establishment of the first Methodist church in Nashville and 
earliest in the Cumberland region, the present day McKendree Church, 
marks the beginning of Methodism in the Cumberland Valley. Organized 
an 1787 as | preaching station of the Cumberland Cirevit of the Western 
Conference through the efforts of Rev. Benjamin Ogden, young soldier- 
preacher of the Revolutionery War, the church efter one year was reported 
as having "sixty-three members, four of whom are colored personse"! 
Although settlers in those days went armed to their places of worship 
for protection equally from wild beasts and hostile Indians, the Reve 
Mre Ogden rode his circuit unarmed, and was never molested by the savages. 
His circuit covered Nashville and settlements slong the Cumberland River 
from Clarksville to Gallatin,® being approximately the territory now 
' embraced by the Counties of Davidson, Sumner, Robertson, Montgomery, and 
Cheathamsy 


The first building occupied by the McKendree Congregation was a 
small stone and wood structure erected on the public square in 1790, 
reputedly the first church edifice erected in the town of Nashville.? 
The General Assembly of Tennessee, meeting at Knoxville in 1796, author- 
ized the trustees of the town of Nashville to execute a deed to the 
property to representatives of the Methodist Society. 10 James Robertson, 
founder of Nashville, served as steward cf the church for many years. 


ie Mererrin, Ops ¢it., I, 102, 125; Il, 100, 485; Holston Conference, 
Annual (1937), 14. Carter's Station and Salem, or Stonedam, were in the 
region of present day Greeneville. 

a er era, Cpe Cltey 1, 2O, She TLL, 108s Posey, ope tite, Sy oy 
Towtts Bye 9 Wc) sural 

Ge MeFerring ops cits, I, S64 57, S17; Tennessee Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Journal (1912), 59, hereafter cited 
as Tennessee Conference, Journal. a 

o.  WMererrin, ops Cilia, 1, S29 Til, 68 

10, Acts 1796, Ist ses., ch. 29, sece 9. The representatives of 
the church were enjoined not "to debar, or deny, to any other denomination 
of Christians the liberty of preaching therein, unless when immediately 
occupied by the said society," 

ll. McFerrin, ope cit., I, 18, 19. 
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Other churches, Hooper's and Zion, were organized on White's Creek, 
near Nashville, by Absalom Hooper and by Matthew Talbot between 1795 
and 1802, and Edney's Meetinghouse was erected in 1809 near the 
Williamson County line, 


When the Cumberland Circuit was organized in 1787 and Rev. Mr. Ogden 
assigned to it, it formed part of the Kentucky District,+% In 1802 the 
Cumberland District was created and the former Cumberland Circuit became 
the Nashville Cireuit.!4 Other circuits in the District organized about 
this time included the Red River (Clarksville region), Barren, and 
Natchez.15 The Cumberland District embraced territory between Tllinois 
and Mississippi, and the Western Conference (organized in 1799), to which 
the Cumberland District belonged, covered most of Tennessee and Kentucky, +6 
The Duck River Circuit, in the region of Maury County, wes organized about 
1806, while the Goose Creek Circuit, in the region above Gallatin in 
Sumner County, and the Richland Circuit were both added in 1810.17 two 
Districts were established in Middle Tennessee at the Conference of 1811, 
the Cumberland including Red River, Goose Creek, Roaring River, Wayne, 
Somerset, Green River, and Berren Circuits and the Nashville, including 
Nashville, Caney Fork, Dixon (Dickson), Duck River, Blk, Richland and 
Flint Circuits. lewis Edney ond Thomas Wilkerson first served the 
Nashville Circuit after it was organized, 19 Other prominent pioneer 
Methodists in this region were William McKendree, Presiding Elder of the 
Kentucky District and later Bishop; Jomes Haw, Frencis Poythress, 

Learner Blackman, and James Gwinn 


Somewhat in contrast to the frontiers in the other regions of Tenn- 
essce, the Western District was settled nct only by frontiersmen ever on 
the move; there was a considerable element of church members who came in 
the first inrush of settlers, Baptists and Methodists predominated, and 
about 1820, groups of cach formed themselves into congregations, but which 
of the two denominations established the first orgenized church or erected 
the first church building can not be determined, The earliest type of 
preacher of each denomination was the local preacher -- licensed but with- 
out a regular pastorate, He was primarily a farmer, and preaching with him 
was but an avocation, At the Tennessee Conference in 1820, a missionary was 
delegated to "Jackson's Purchese" (West Tennessee) to labor and report in 
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13. See Holland N. McTyeire, A History of Methodism, 439, 444 fn. for 
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14, Western Conference, Journal (1802) in William Warren Sweet, The 
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16, MeFerrin, op, cits, J, 283, 572, 

17. Western Conference, Journal (1807, 1810), loc. cit., 136, 189, 
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13, Tide, Sos 
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the following Spring on the situation of that section.*! The first 
missionary "circuit rider" in that region was Lewis Garrett, Jr. 


In Henry County, eight miles from Paris, were erected Manley's 
Chapel and Manley's Campground, reputedly the earliest Methodist en- 
campments in West Tennessee.** At the Annual Conference of 1821, two 
regular circuits were formed and supplied with pastors; Big Hatchie with 
Abraham Overall the pastor, and Forked Deer, with Andrew Jackson Crawford 
the pastor... In 1822, the Forked Deer District was formed with Lewis 
Garrett, Jr., as Presiding Eider, sixteen ministers end a membership of 
687 under him, and in the following year Robert Paine, later Bishop, was 
selected Presiding Elder.“ 


In 1831, the Paris District was created, and George W, D. Harris 
appointed Presiding Elder. He was long in service as Presiding Elder, 
and because of his influence was known as the "unordained bishop of the 
Western District," The Tennessee Conference met in 1831 at Paris, the 
first annual conference ever held west of the Tennessee River.°* The 
following year Jackson became a station, and Forked Deer District took 
the neme of Memphis District, In 1837, the Conference was held at Somer- 
ville, and the Wesley District was crented, the third west of the Tenn- 
essee  Riwor ee 


largely because of the Great Revival end the accompanying camp- 
meetings in the region of Tennessee and Kentucky, the ee ae of the 
Western Conference approximately tripled between 1801 and 1803,°5 
Although attended by excesses, the Revival strengthened and invigorated 
the church, and by 1808 the Western Conference had five districts and 
nearly 20,000 members.*? The Revival began in 1799 but had run its 
course by 1811, when a series of earthquakes in the Central Mississippi 
region effected unother preat increase in the membership of the church.©8 


The General Conference of 1812 divided the Western Conference into 
the Ohio and arent Conferences; the Tennessee Conference was to in- 
clude Tennessee, Illinois, Missouri, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and 
parts of aes end Indiana. It was composed of the Holston, Cumberland, 
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2ie Samuel Cole Williams, Beginnings of West Tennessee, 185, 186; 
McFerrin, op. cit., II, 391. SE EO | Oe 

Pee Wiliiems, op» cite, 186, 187. 

Bou) Widyy 18}. McFerrin, cp» clits, II,.391, 

24, Tbid., III, 529; Williams, op. gee 187, 183, 

Poy. woreerin, on, o1t,, Til, 830, 524) Ha amed op. cite, 188. 

Shy Pokoye Ope cits, ols 

27, Ibid., 2. Excellent descriptions of the Revival meetings and 
attendent excesses are in ibid., 17-S0O, and W. P. Strickland, ed., 
ove os cereD ly of Peter Cartwright, The Backwoods Preacher, 45-55. Being 
a "nissionary” church, Methodism was_ “well eect to the Revival. 
(McTyeire, op. cit., 494), 

28, Posey, Cpe Cite, 56-55 » 
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Nashville, Wabash, Mississippi, and Illinois Districts.®9 The first 
betes of the Tennessee Conference was held at Fountain Head Church 
1 Sumner County. Bishop Francis Asbury was present and Bishop 
Willism McKendree presided,©9 ‘The membership included 20,635 white 
and 2,066 colored persons, There were thirty-six treve ding preachers, ©1 


With the subsequent organization of other conferences, the territory 
of the Tennessee Conference was reduced to its present digeuetie, com= 
prising only Middle Tennessee, except that portion wast of a line running 
approximetely from the western boundary of Marion County to the western 
boundary of Scott County, parallel to the Cumberland Mountains . 92 The 
Holston Conference, organized in 1824, includes all of East Tcrnessce and 
that part of Middle Tennessee excluded from the Tennessee Conference, 9% 
At the General Conference of 1640, the Memphis Annual Conference was 
ereated from the Tennessee Annual Conference with jurisdiction over all 
of "Jackson's Purchase" and North Mississippi, embracing all of Tennessee 
between the Tennessee and hae aah Rivers,°* In that year the Memphis 
Conference had a membership of 12,497 white and 1,995 colored, 69 itin- 
erant preachers, and 18% local preachers, of which approximately 8,000 
whites and 1,000 colored porsons were in West Tennessee. 


Division and Reunion 
The institution of slavery wes probably the most important of the 

actors which divided American Methodism, Other schisms which occurred 
invoived chiefly church governnent. The controversy over slavery in the 
eighteen-thirties and forties had a profound effect on the churches, 
particularly the Methodist Episcopal Church. The pioneer Methodists had 
opposed slavery. John Wesley denounced the slave trade as "that execruble 
sum of all villianies", and, when the Methodist Episcopal Church was organe- 
ized in 1784, the General Rules forbade the “buying or selling the 
bodies and souls of men, women, or children, with an intention to ensleve 
them", and gradual emancipstion of the slaves was advocated. 9S The Meth- 
odists, however, were unable to enforce this anti-slavery legislation; 
economic and social interests fovoring slavery became prominent soon after 
the founding of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and because of the rapid 
growth of the cotton industry, many who had favored emancipation advocated 
the continuation of slavery as necessary for the economic welfare of the 
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29_- McFerrin, op. cit., III, 519, 520; Posey, op. cit., 53; Tennessee 
Conference, Journal (1912), 99; DuBose, op. cit., 419. 
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Southern States.°! ‘The action of the Tennessee Conference, however, in 
refusing in 1819 to admit on trial two candidates who were slaveholders 
indicated that sentiment among Tennessee Methodists had not crystallized, 
and while the refusal brought forth a minority report, the action of the 
Conference was not reversed,°o8 


The Methodists gradually abated their advocacy of emancipation, until 
in 1840 the General Conference declared that the holding of slaves would 
no longer constitute a bar to positions in the Methodist Episcopal Churce’., 
The more moderate attitude of the Methodists toward slavery made possible 
the extension of their work among the Negro slaves. Southern planters 
who formerly denounced Methodism as an abolitionist movement encouraged 
the Methodist itinerants sent to their plantations to promote the moral 
ard religious welfare of the slaves, In 1860, for example, there were 
more than two hundred thousand Negroes who were members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South.°? 


The growing storm of abolition, mothered in New Ergland, soon 
spread within the Methodist Epiecopal Church. In Mey 1843, a group of 
anti-slavery Methodists, desosiring of their attempts to commit the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church to ebolitionism, withdrew and organized the Wesleyan 
Methodist Conneetion or Church.£9 The abolition storm, however, did not 
abate and at the General Conference of 1844 & committee of nine-repre- 
senting all sections of the church was anpointed to adjust the difficulties 
amicably, The committee prepared o report known as the Plan of Sepa- 
ratione*l Adopted by a large majority, this plan recommended that, should 
the Annual Conferences in the slaveholding states find it necessary to 
unite into a distinct ecclesiastical connection, the situation should be 
met with Christian kindness and strictest equitye The Plen of Separation 
specified the means by which the property of the Church wes to be divided 
and outlined the boundaries between the two sections of Methodism. The 
delegates agreed by an overwhelming majority to the split in the church, “4 

The Annual Conferences in the Southern States sent delegates tc the 
Louisville Convention, and, on May 17, 1845, by a vote of ninety-four to 
three, the convention declared that "it is right, expedient, and necessary 
to erect the Annual Conferences represented in this Convention, into a 
distinct ecclesiastical connexion", to be known as the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South.4% The jurisdiction of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church was dissolved, but otherwise very few changes 
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57, MeTyeire, ope cits, 388; Garber, op. cits, 42, 43. 

oo, MeFerrin, op. Cite, ir, 1564162." 

eo, Gerber, ops cits, 42, 43. 

40, Ibid., 45, 46; W. T. Watkins, Out of Aldersgate, 84, 85. 

41. McTyeire, op. cit., 656. The immediate marae ety concerned 
Bishop Jemes 0, Andrew who had inherited two slaves and who married a 
woman owning several more,.(Ibid., 623). 
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43, History of the Organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
south, Comprehending 2 all the Official | Procecdings | of the Genoral Conference; 
The gta ~ Annue.L I Conferences, end the Goneral Convention, a. 
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were made. The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, came into existence 
without change in policy, doctrine, or rules from those of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.** At the time of the division, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church had a membership of 689,316, the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
462,851; and the latter church had 124,811 Negro members,49 In 1958. 
there were 4,750,281 members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
2,919,197 in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 46 


There was much controversy end discord between the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, due to various 
causes, during the period from 1845 to 1910.4! Tho appointment in Decen- 
ber, 1910 by the Joint Commission on Federation of a special committee to 
devise a plan for the unification of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Methodist Protestant Church, and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
made Methodist unification a popular topic of discussion in the following 
two decades, 


An investigation in 1912 showed a large percentage of duplication 
of services by the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, in the Western, Southern, and border states.“8 As late as 
1924, the Southern and Northern Methodists were engaged in competitive 
work in at least twenty-four states, and in some places, the Methodist 
Protestants were a third rival,*9 The Methodist Episcopal Church, for 
example, had reorganized the Holston Conference in Tennessee in 1844, and 
maintained it in competition with a conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, having the same name and territory until the 1939 merger. 


The Plan of Union prepared by the Joint Commission provided for 

the unification of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, and the Methodist Protestant Church into one denomina- 
tion, to be called "The Methodist Church." The articles of religion were 
to be these held in common by the three uniting churches.°l There was to 
be a quadrennial General Conference with legislative power, subject to 
five restrictive rules, with jurisdiction over all matters distinctly 
connectional.°* The episcopacy was retained, and the Methodist Protestant 
Church was authorized to elect two bishops to become bishops of The Meth- 
odist Church.°S There was to be equal representation of clergy and laymen 
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54-90. aa 
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50. Holston Annual Conference of the Methodist Church, Journal, (1940), 
34, 94, 260, 261, hereafter cited as Holston Conference, Journal. — 

51. The Plan of Union Proposed for the Methodist Church, 3; Doctrines 
and Discipline of the Methodist Church, 1940, 182 — aon 
52. The Pian of Union Proposed for the Methodist Church, 4, 6. 
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in the General, Jurisdictional, and Central Conferences,°*+ The Annual 
Conferences were to be composed of all traveling preachers in full con- 
nection with them, together with a layman from each pastoral charge. 
A Judicial Council was to determine the legality and constitutionality 
of actions of the legislative bodies, the legal decisions made by the 
bishops, and the actions taken by any connectional board of the church, 58 

Provisions were made for six Jurisdictional Conferences, °? composed 
of the Northeastern, Southeastern, 98 Central, 59 North Central, South 
Central, and Western. The Jurisdictional Gunrerances were to promote the 
evangelistic, educational, missionary, and benevolent interests of the 
Church, to provide for interests and institutions within their boundaries, 
and to elect bishops, 60 


The Methodist Protestant Church was the first to ratify the Plan 
of Union in 1936.°1 The General Conference of 1936 of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church approved the Plan of Union by a vote of 470 to 83, and 
the members of the annual cond lay conferences approved it by a vote of 
17,239 to 1,862.5° The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, did not wait 
until the General Confcrence of 1938 to approve the Plan of Union and in 
1937 the Annual Conferences of that church approved the Plan by a vote 
of 7,650 to 1,247, eighty-six percent in favor of wmification, 65 When 
the Plan was presented to the General Conference it was accepted by a 
vote of 434 to 26,54 


The Plan of Union provided for a Uniting Conference to be held within 
twelve months after the final approval of the Plan to harmonize and com- 
bine the rules, regulations, and rituals of the three churches; to 
provide for the unification, coordination, and correlation of the con- 
nectionel boards and publishing interests of the three churches; and to 
design a plan which would ecntrol and safeguard all permanent funds and 
other property interests of the three churches. 6° These steps were taken 
in April 1940 at the Uniting Conference which met in Kansas City, 
Missouri, 66 
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In 1939, the Methodist Church had become the largest Protestant 
denomination in America, with a nembership of approximate ly 7,890, 000, 6? 
There were eighty-three Methodist preachers when the Chada tones Gonference 
of 1784 was held; there are now about 25,000 clergymen in the Methodist 
Church and nearly forty bishops 68 Poverty was an outstanding cheracter- 
istic of pioneer Methodism and Bishop Asbury once exclaimed: "We have the 
poor but they have no money, and the worldly wicked rich we do not choose 
to ask."69 In the Methodist Church there are now 45,500 churches end 
20,000 Pena ; the total property value of the churches approximates 
600,000, 000,” 


The Methodist Book Concern, begun in 1789 in the basement of a rented 
house in Philadelphia, for many years experienced serious financial diffi- 
culties./1 In Jenuary, 1818, the first number of the Methodist Magazine, 

a monthly periodical, appeared, and in 1826, the Christien n Advocate, the 
first official Methodist weekly periodical, Useees. ‘publication. © Progress 
an the field of icles ai has also been made. At the Christmas Conference 
in 1784 plans were made to establish a Methocist College, end in 1785, 
Bishop Asbury laid the cornerstone of Cokesbury College. 8 Barly Enea 
at higher education proved discouraging, but the Methodist Church now has 
139 educational institutions, and an enrollment of 93,000 students, /4 

The missionary program has also expanded, and in 1958, the Methodists had 
more than one thousand missionaries. ‘9 Neturelly, there is a great con- 
trast tcodav between the religious education of pioneer and modern Meth- 
odists; early preachers had little opportunity for educational advancement. 


A beok depository was established in Nashville in 1832,/6 and the 
Methodists began the publication of church literature in the Nashville 
region with the issuance in the following year by Lewis Garrett and John 
Newland Maffitt of a weekly paper, the Western Methodist. 17a 1€36, 
the General Corference took over the paper and changed its name to the 
Southwestern Christian Advocate, /8 after the establishment of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, the paper and the book depository were 
allotted to the Scuthern Church, but it was not until 1854 that the 
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67, Garber, op. cite, 132, The latest census figures, those of 1936, 
show a total for the three groups of 5,719,734 members. (Census of 
Religious Bodies, 1936, Bulletin No. 27, Methodist Bodies, 3), 

"66. ~ Garber, Ope Peirr 132.6 

BS, ‘vcted in ibid., 152. 

70. Ibid., 162, 153, The 19586 Consus figures show a total of 31,501 
shurch edifices valued at $495 ,504,013.(Consus of Religious Bodies, 1936, 
Bulletin No. 27, Methodist Bodies, 4), 

71, Garber, op. cit., Lee ky. 
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Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Ciurch, South, was established 
in Nashville, /9 During the Civil War, the Publishing House was seized by 
the Union Army and used for a Federal printing office.°0 president Andrew 
Johnson, after the war, restored the Publishing House to the church and 
the publication of the Christian Advocate was resumed ot 


Several outstanding educational institutions are maintained by the 
Methodist Church in Tennessee, Among the earliest founded was Hiwasswe 
College, established in 1848 as Fork Creek Academy, and chartered as 
Hiwassee College in 1850.9 A junior college, it is located in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains near Madisonville, and become the property of the Holsto: 
Conference in 1908.°° Tennessee Wesleyan College at Athens was founded 37. 
1866 as East Tennessee Wesleyan College. 34 It became a part of Grant 
University in 1886, and subsequently the Athens School of the University 
of Chattanooga until 1925, when it was separated from the latter and took 
the name of Tennessee Wesleyan College.85 It is under the auspices of the 
Holston Conference.86 The Holston Conforence also maintains the Holston 
Orphanage at Greeneville ,87 while the Morristown Normal and Industrial 
College, a Negro institution at Morristown, is operated under the Board 
of Education of the Methodist Episcopel Church.88 As early as 1843, the 
Memphis Conference had owned on interest in the Memphis Conference Female 
Institute maintained in Jeckson, and, in 1911, the institute became the 
property of the Conference,’9 after that institution closed in 1920, the 
Conference established Lambuth College in Jeckson in 1924 to replace it, 


Scarritt College for Christian Workers was organized in 1892 in 
Kansas City .24 It was moved to Nashville in 1923 to bring it nearer the 
center of Southern Methodism.9* Baxter Seminary, in the Cumberland High- 
lands at Baxter, was established in 1908.95 Martin College, named for 
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mq \MeTyeire, op. cits, S51: McFerrin, op. cite, III, 148, 422, ‘The 
church was unable to establish the Publishing House until the settlement 
of the division of property of the former Methodist Episcopal Church, 
(McTyeire, op. cit., 647-651). 

80, McFerrin, op. cit., III, 150. 

81. Ibid. 

82. Boyd M. McKeown, Universities and Colleges of the M. E. Church, 
South, 27. Ca Ree CURIE DN ait Nik 9 TRA hae ea 

So. Ibid., 28. 

84, Tennessee Wesleyan College, Bulletin (April, 1940), 10. 

85. Ibid, ke Ge. | 

86. Holston Conference, Journal (1940), 90. 

Gy. “Thtd, 3 98, 99, ee: 

88, Ibid., &7. The Holston Conference contributes to institutions in 
other States, including Emory and Henry College, Triangular Mountain 
Institute, and Martha Washington College in Virginia, and Centenary 
College in Louisiana.(Ibid., 95, 131, 165), 

89, McKeown, op. cite, 26. 


90, Ibid. 
Mi» Ibidd) 27. 
be, Ibid, 
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the donor of its endowment Thomas Martin, was chartered in 1870 and 
established at Pulaski.°* A junior colle ‘e for girls, it was destroyed 
by fire in 1904 and subsequently rebuilt.9° The Methodist Hospital in 
Memphis was opened in 1921, was moved in 1924 and has been open continu- 
ously since that date.96 It is still maintained by the Church, with a 
new $600,000 addition being completed.97 The Church also maintains 
several settlement houses in the large cities of the State. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, through the efforts of 
Bishop Holland N. McTyeire was resporisible for the establishnent of "The 
Central University of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South", 98 which 
became Vanderbilt University after a large endowment was contributed by 
Cornelius Vanderbilt to assure its organization.?9 Vanderbilt University 
remained under the jurisdiction of the Church until 1914,100 The Uni- 
versity of ee pdneids in 1886 by the Methodist Episcopal Church 
as Grant University101 was completely removed from control of the Church 
in 1936, 402 


Since the organization of the Methodist Church in America in 1784, 
there have been many schisms in the denomination attributable to various 
causes, The hMcthodist Pretentant Church separated over the episcopal 
Pprancapie. in 1828. 108 Among the large branches which did not enter into 
the union of The Methodist Church in 1939 are the Free Methodist Church, 
Wesleyan Methodist Connection or Church, Reformed Methodist Church, 
Holiness Methcdist Church, Congregational Methodist Church, New Congre- 
gational Methodist Church, African Methodist Episcopal Church, African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion uueek and Colored Methodist Church.1°* The 
African Methodist Episcopal Church split from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in i616, as did the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in 
1621.105 the belored Methodist Episcopal Church (now Colored Methodist 
Church ) was organized by the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 1866, 
and still retains a close affiliation to The Methodist Church,106 There 
are also colored churches of The Methodist Church organized under the 
Central Jurisdiction, 107 


94. McKeown, ope Cite, 28. 

TSO to an 

96. Memphis Conference, Year Book (1939), 58. 

97. Ibid.s; Memphis Commercial Appeal, May ce, 1940. 

98, Dedication and Inauguration of the Vanderbilt University, 6; 
MeTyeire, op. Cite, "Be. Bt ly TON WIG OREN 

99, Dedication and Inauguretion of the Venderbilt University, 6, 7, 46, 


47. 
100, Edwin Mims, Chancellor Kirkland of Venderbilt, 189, 
101. Holston Conference, Journal (1940), 91. 
102. Ibid. + 
103. Watkins, op. cite, 82, 85; Garber, ope Cite, 50. 
104, Watkins, op. cit., 79-88; Garber, Ope cit., 138. 
1055 Vettine., ODe cite, er 80; Garber, 07 Ope “Cites 59, 40. 
106. Ibid., 67, , 683 reg, Pee ope cite, BY, Bea | 
107% Doctrines and Discipline “of the Notiemiwe Church, 1940, 501. 
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Records and Duties 

The preacher in charge and the District Superintendent of The Meth- 
odist Church are appointed by the Bishop at the Annual Conference. 
All preachers are to be consulted by Listrict Superintendent before thoy 
are appointed, 109 Immediately next to the Annual Conference in authority 
is the District Conference, meeting annually and presided over by the 
District Superintendent, 1 110 The District Conference is generally com- 
posed of thirty to sixty churches in a region comprising not more then 
a half-dozen counties. It may include pastors and lay leaders of several 
circuits, which are groups of churches under the charge of one preacher, 
as well as "stations", which are individual churches attended by regular 
pastors. lil Until 1792 there were no Presiding Elders, the equivalent 
of the present District Superintendents, 14 and it was not until four 
years later that the Annuel Conference, composed of members of District 
Conferences, was inaugurated. 113 Quarterly Conferences, the governing 
body of pach charge, are composed of preachers and lay iaedore of the 
charge, and elect officers and committees for the circuit or station, 114 
The Recording Steward of the Querterly Conference keeps an accurate and 
permanent record of the proceedings and is the custodian of ali records 
and reports, 115 Each Church either has an executive body called the 
Official Board, composed of the Pastor, Deaconesses, Stewards, Trustees, 
Church Treasurer, and other officials of the_church, or the Board of 
Stewards performs the duties of that Board. 


It is the duty of the pastor in charge, in addition to his preach- 
ing; to administer the Discipline, to hold Quarterly Conferences in the 
absence of the District Superintendent, to make a written report of his 
charge every quarter to the Quarterly Conference, to leave his successor 
a particular account of his charge, to see that a permanent record of all 
baptisms and marriages within the bounds of his charge is kept, to keep 
a register for his charge, in which shall be noted the name, with the time 
and manner of reception and disposal, cf every person belonging to the 
church in his station, circuit, or mission; in charges containing more 
than one organized saneregation, the names of the members shall be arrang- 
ed under the name of the church or appointments to which they belong; to 
keep and transmit to his successer two Directories, in one of which the 
residence of all the members shall be recorded, and a Constituency Roll; 
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108. Ibid., 70, 74. See also The Doctrinus and Discipline of the 
Methodist hpi eearal Church, South, 1938, 92. ds Sag leh Re ei ea 
Hedogs 05, Doctrines and Discipline of ohe Met noeaae Church, 1940, 99. 

Pie itv. Coy. LDU. RT ARNE 

Tlie | ibid. 5, 165. 

112. MeTyeire, op. cite, 406, 407; Doctrines and eID Stara of the 
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"113. MeTyeire, op. tee ait, 406-408; Doctrines and Discipline of the 
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Odie ide, 7 1666 ive, 

216 Y) “Toi dis . 206s 

MAG. Tite, (274.176. 


Tuy. ak 
\ h 
fl ? 
i 
! yo i \ 
i { Wi \ iy i 
; i PANN ih 
% ilk AY { 
i oy : t ‘ : 
» Ab i) (pats wal Ke a: 
Ae ee ast ha 
eit eet uaLh tS Wiehe Tae a 
Wit eh ken 


Mi i «4 tay Me nt sha Ten hick 


mo + 


if i thy cae nats \ ‘ 


Oe Te UT It Agha j 
: f : tg Vay \ yeh 
' r fie Ladin it 
: { ) HN i | sat if 
N \ f 
" 4 y 4 \ 
De ci) ' aay, | hy) Wie ae me , Mi) 
i 
‘ ; 
(he y wilh’ Ny! sy Ti cee Ws 
Bsrypean guilt in 1 kiln acne eae Bnet 
ae ap TH RP ain PRAY OTT, MI Rs fi nf Bren thy Pa al i 
STS St AS! (A LER LAR A Sn OUD DAN SLA Le Wh es . ii, s 
i nf ii Wee i, f j ; bts ‘ 0 
TW Ch t/t a , ANG Ql eee eid eee, - 

: veal had : ; pi a , Ni 
Soe aldas actid Ss aldih Gt ASSL ACh ene a ce Shue ‘ff Nr 
RA ee fia euler (ot OR dae a hav ERS mt va We hs iG yy a el ay 

: ” ; Mt ’ vay 
t ho | bit Yeo, Cae ee te ora , ! 

mm 7 ' Mie iat KY a Maas) Ma i ue 
- : iM 7 Feo: 1 ae ie ea: 4 ‘ 
CAL NS i nS MARY Be 8 BMC ew us Mes oT hs fi 

ca ee MAL o See an, iar A Pg. esi Re Wy MR tha aa a As : ne 
Pe enn Ba NO es HAAS msi Non ty ines alae am ota ae a) te ‘bo vit 
F Lar 10) - wi} , t . 


Tae By j bps A ie: fruit ei }\ " TA Wiy sey Bite | wee bs y 
: tye) Why r ; Vite VERA Ts ry : Whe He hi i! betas Ns Ty uur eae nd ee 
y ' : il i roy Wai SAH MAN 1 at vi FA Any Pani ih 


hie on ae FO DAG de kN ve ae worth, i aoe 

I) ON sy yt A 1 it er’ i Pilea ehiey Chui i) booty NR 

bet ‘ea ot Bi Dy, : iy OT APTS hia wet te, buh ie oe fea es ai ‘iy 
Pe Ait ee aS it ‘by A Tay sy | hii, 


‘fe : Jia i Sa, Ua E m f f : Rs. - eh ‘ (ey. a sigs {00 wie ti ry a nae - 


; yey 6 aki ea Bical one ul ay 
‘ 5 aera Se * H j ial gi rad ri het aa 
pi M a ios fe it a ‘ Ped Sep) ; ah) Heb ay iy j ‘ irk . 
4 Ss . > we m ree 
WENA i eel sii nad a fd Se me “) Rithy \ : "f SMdd lo Whe SEY ay “4 re dia 
y | ies | J ‘ ee ’ L ’ Roi 8 f WN) wees 4 
fu ae A ) PATE A = Aap ¥ my ‘ j i, no 4 , x ey } ed ‘ Sabb al ig 
ie y ' ay ) ¥ A 1 : ’ \) i iy hs " a ; st? A Mich : i ‘ae VANS 7 abi 
RyiN> NEE aR oi SE A) ARB CANAL DG PRE Me Mel ee wa MT aly ry faye ‘tet 
i : f" } . : P ; yet y 
\ we t t Pp 2 04 ae’? Spang , iar: Avabia gt ; . 
| | “iho . ON nA Vs fella rie Ta) ie ig a th isan nae 
Ey OM ACA fh aie ae A mi eet A ae 
Be , if , 


nner dtl diy oy ttpba Le” bi lage 


Sieh? cay Cpe leit 


Wane dn 


“W 


lis ps a Be Pate elie! a 


‘chy ed Aol vet has pi 


i on i 


Ae Bs. uni, aa bts at 


‘ Hi oh etree ilk MAEM ND Aesnaraibanhin eal 


Bey i ay ge ui j } ik 
i tend r ee taAks Lett i it ea. ol iS hes 
y L eS ! ; ' i Jon fips) 
ty Ta r il 
i WR Cle Mb Ue vldivbibets wise nv) “i 4aiiplald “oleh (wins 


Pray baa 


to make a report to the Annual Conference of all items for the statistics 
of the Conference; and to deliver to the Conference Treasurer all moneys 
raised for benevolent causes or vouchers for the same,tl? 


The duties of the District Superintendent are: to travel through 
his District to preach and to oversee the spiritual and temporal affairs 
of the church; in the absence of the Bishop, to take charge of all the 
traveling end local preachers and exhorters in his District; to change, 
receive, and suspend preachers during the intervals of the Conferences, 
and in the absence of the Bishop, to be present, if practicable, at all 
quarterly meetings, and call together the members of the Quarterly and 
District Conferences over which he presides; to decide all questions of 
law which may come up in the regular business of the Quarterly and Dis- 
trict Cenfererces, when submitted to him in writing, subject to an appeal 
to the President of the next Annual Conference; to procure statistics 
from every charge to be reported at the Annual Conference, should the 
preecher in charge faii to make his report; to have the records of his 
District Conference at the Annual Conference for examination; to see that 
all charters, deeds, and other conveyances of church property in his Dis- 
trict conform to the Discinline and to the laws of the county or state; 
to prepare and deliver to his successor an official list of all abandoned 
church buildings, parsonages, cemeteries, and other property within the 
bounds of his District, and a list of all endowments, annuities, invest- 
ments, and unpeid legacies belonging to any charge or organization in his 
Dastrict; to report EE to the Annual Conference an accurate record 
of all financial transactions pertaining to abandoned properties; to 
issue licenses for local preachers and to renew them in accordance with 
the action of the District or Quarterly Conferences; to report the names 
and addresses of all local preachers for insertion in the Conference Joure- 
nal; and to report the names and addresses of all who have been licensed to 
preach during the year and all candidates for the ministry to the Commission 
on Courses of Study, 218 


The Bishops are elected by the respective Jurisdictional end Central 
Conferences and ordained or consecrated in the "historic manner" of Meth- 
odism.112 The duties of the Bishop are: to preside at the General, Juris- 
dictional, Central and Amnual Conferences, to fix the appointments of the 
preachers in the Annual Conferences, provided that before the official 
declaration of the assignment of the preachers to their charges, he shall 
announce openly to the cabinet his appointments, except those made during 
the interin of the session of an Annual Conference; to choose the District 
Superintendents, to fix their stations, and change them when necessary; to 
change, receive, and suspend preachers in the intervals of the Conference, 
and fill other appointments; to consecrate Bishops and to ordain Elders 
and Deacons, to see that the names of the persons consecrated and ordained 
by him are entered on the journals of the Conference, 40 
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117. Ibid., 70-74. 
118, Tbid., 74-77. 
119, Ibid., 95. 

120. Ibid., 95-102 
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Each Bishop reports in writing at least annually all his decisions 
of law in Annual and District Conferences to the Judicial Council, which 
affirms, modifies, or reverses then. One fifth of an Annual or District 
Conference may appeal from the Bishop's decision to the Judicial Council, 
whose decision in the case is final, The Cowcil of Bishops holds annual 
meetings to survey ond consider all the work of the church at large. At 
the close of each meeting the results of its deliberations are published 
in the official organ of the church and in various organs of the Annual 
Conferences.1¢1 after consultation with his cabinet, the Bishop sees 
that the Districts are formed according to his judgment, and he may 
divide a circuit, station, or mission, or unite two or more circuits or 
stations and appoint one pastor for the united congregation, 12% 


Additional records which may be encountered in Methodist Churches 
include minutes of the meetings of the Boards of Stewards, and, perhaps, 
minutes of business sessions of the church, Church Council of Methodist 
Youth (formerly Epworth League), Church School (formerly Sunday School), 
and Woman's Society of Christian Service (formerly Women's Missionary 
Society) records, Manuscript copies of the pastor's reports to the 
Quarterly Conference may be retained bv him. 
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